
       The Vigil 
                Newsletter“When I was asked to co-chair this fund-raising 

campaign with Benny, I saw this as my way to 
give back to those people who provided not only 
medically-superior care for me, but emotional 
and spiritual nourishment in a patient-centered, 
Christian environment.”

LaRussa is a grandson of Joe and Theresa Bruno. 
He said his torch-bearing efforts are inspired not 
only by his grandparents’ commitment to the St. 
Vincent’s mission, but by the example of cancer 
patients like Holman. 

But there’s still work to do, said LaRussa. This 
Birmingham businessman is challenging donors 
to surpass the $750,000 remaining in the original 
total, reaching for a $2.5 million goal that will 
better provide for future needs.

Holman said she has been gratified at the 
community’s support of those professionals and 
the work they do so well.

“It’s just humbling and so personal to me, as 
a cancer survivor, to see everybody who has 
contributed, from someone buying a ticket to the 
Key to the Cure event to corporate and individual 
donors.”

“It’s absolutely a torch-carrying opportunity,” 
said LaRussa. “This campaign provides a way 

for everyone to play a significant role in 
ensuring world-class, compassionate 
care for future generations.”

The St. Vincent’s 
2014 Heritage 
Celebration 
Weekend in March 
honored more than 
the health system’s 
115th anniversary. 
It also marked a 
ministry milestone, 
as 20 Daughters of 
Charity “passed the 

torch” to those willing to continue to carry the light of this special 
spirit in Birmingham and beyond. 

In 1898, the Daughters of Charity answered the call of the Holy 
Spirit - and the pleas of Father Patrick O’Reilly - to bring health 
care to Birmingham, an epidemic-prone city known for dangerous 
mines, factories and saloons. 

More than a century later, the Heritage Celebration symbolized a 
final “torch passing,” as the Sisters officially entrusted their legacy to 
lay persons. Although the Daughters of Charity will be praying daily 
for Birmingham, their hands-on activities now shift to ministries in 
more than 2,300 other communities. 

Heritage Celebration speakers expressed 
confidence that St. Vincent’s physicians, 
associates and area supporters would carry 
the torch, providing excellent health care for 
everyone, but most especially the poor. The 
weekend’s activities proved that new torch 
bearers span multiple generations. Those 
with many years of service or association 
with St. Vincent’s are designating financial 
gifts and fostering next-generation 
philanthropy values within their children 
and grandchildren.

“For 115 years, each initiative 
at St. Vincent’s has been rooted 
in extending the Gospel and 
proclaiming the healing presence 
of Jesus,” said Wayne Carmello-
Harper, St. Vincent’s senior vice 
president of mission integration 
and chief philanthropy officer. 
“Dedicated donors sustain these 
critical efforts by making simple 
and significant contributions, 
volunteering their time and 
supporting us with their prayers. 
Each gift is essential for those who 
turn to us in a medical need.” 

Each allows the Mission to continue. Each extends the Light to 
places of pain and uncertainty.

“As the Daughters of Charity officially leave Birmingham, we 
celebrate the light they have been for us and we strive to 
demonstrate and live their example and motto: ‘The charity of 
Christ urges us.’”
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Vigil

Carry the torch:
Daughters of Charity entrust 115-year ministry to Birmingham 

Fall 2014

“We’re counting 
on the people 
who come after 
us, to keep that 
(ministry) up, 
and to keep it as 
special as it is. 
And it is so, so 
special.”
- Sister Virginia 
Delaney, D.C.



New torch bearers

“This money was raised with a lot of effort by 15 eight to ten-year-old 
girls that are part of an afterschool club called Girls on the Run.”

The gift represented the program’s community involvement 
component. When Smith asked the girls how they could help their 
community, fourth grader Hannah Grace Bryant had an idea.

“I think we should give money to St. Vincent’s. My Memaw was in the 
hospital there, and they were very nice to her.”

The girls immediately agreed, proposing a bake sale. Smith said 
students worked hard to raise funds. 

“They were really excited about what they were able to do. They knew 
it was for the hospital.”

Hannah Grace’s mother, Malana, knows Vivian Clark (“Memaw”) 
would be proud of her granddaughter’s support of St. Vincent’s. 
Hannah Grace was born at St. Vincent’s. She and her brother see their 
pediatrician there. But it was a visit to her grandmother’s St. Vincent’s 
Birmingham bedside that made a lasting impression on the child.

“When I felt it was very close to the end, I had the hard decision of 
whether to take the children to see her,” Bryant said of her mother’s 
extended illness. “I talked to the nursing staff about it. The afternoon 

I took my children, Hannah 
Grace decided she would sing 
my mother a song. My mom 
just smiled and listened, and it 
was the perfect visit.

“Later, when my mother was in 
ICU, the staff was so supportive, 
allowing the family from out of 
state to say their goodbyes by 
phone. I think Hannah Grace 
heard us talking about that, 
because when I asked her why 
she wanted to do the bake sale, 
she said, ‘Because they took 
such good care of Memaw, and 
they told us how she was doing 
before we visited her.’”

Those memories will likely remain fresh for Hannah Grace, said her 
mother, because her grandfather, 85-year-old Denzel Clark, regularly 
reminds his family of the peaceful transition that happened there. 
“Every time we drive by St. Vincent’s, he tells us, ‘There’s St. Vincent’s. 
That’s where your Memaw flew right out of here, into heaven.’” 
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The following individuals were recognized through a gift in their honor:

All gifts received by the St. Vincent’s Foundation are important to our mission in support of the 
health ministry. However, a recent $315 check drew special attention, due to the accompanying 
note from Rebecca Smith, fourth grade teacher at Homewood’s Shades Cahaba Elementary School:

The Foundation 
staff is pleased 
to present the 
first issue of The 
Vigil, a newsletter 
for friends and 

supporters of St. Vincent’s Foundation. 
The new name is twofold. First it 
references the iron and steel sculptures 
of the Sisters’ Vigil given by Dr. and 

Mrs. Joseph A. Cunningham and 
created by Birmingham artist Brad 
Morton. The statue commemorates 
the arrival of the first four Daughters 
of Charity who founded St. Vincent’s 
Hospital in 1898. A replica of the 
statue greets visitors to all five of our 
facilities. Second, the name serves 
as a reminder of the watchful role 
of generous individuals, families, 

corporations and foundations in 
supporting our ministry for the past 
116 years. The vigilance of our donors 
and benefactors renews the original 
call to serve and sustains St. Vincent’s 
unique commitment to the value of 
each person as unity of mind, body 
and spirit.

About 
Sisters’ 

Vigil



The renovation and 
expansion of the St. 
Vincent’s East NICU and 
labor and delivery area 
continue. Those physical 
improvements represent 
much more than updated 
facilities for everyone. 

For physicians, St. 
Vincent’s associates and volunteers, progress toward the $6 
million renovation goal represents next-generation ministry, since 
the work done here, within “the place where parents are born,” 
demonstrates the health system’s commitment to all families. 

For some area families, St. Vincent’s East represents a Christ-
centered facility of excellence, a joy and amenity-filled place 
where children, grandchildren and even great-grandchildren are 
welcomed into the world.

A significant percentage of births here are to economically poor 
mothers referred by the St. Vincent’s Family Medicine Residency 
program. That program provides crucial prenatal care, resulting in 
the birth of healthier babies. 

For everyone from eastern Jefferson, Blount and St. Clair counties, 
the expansion provides close-to-home access to St. Vincent’s 
private birth suites. The St. Vincent’s commitment to the value of 
every human life is reflected through this tremendous staff and in 
the System’s investment in this critical renovation project.

For those willing to carry the torch, the St. Vincent’s East expansion 
offers the chance to help welcome and care for more than 1,000 
new lives each year.

You can help by contributing to the remaining $650,000 campaign 
goal. Learn more about giving and naming opportunities by 
contacting the Foundation or visiting our website.

St. Vincent’s East Mother and Newborn Campaign: What your gifts represent

Nan Priest, St. 
Vincent’s executive 
vice president and 
chief strategy officer, 
came to a realization 
several years ago. 
As she worked on 
one of the System’s 
capital campaigns, 
she noticed high 

net worth individuals were not the only 
donors making a difference in the future of 
regional health care. Even those who didn’t 
consider themselves wealthy were planning 
ahead, each establishing a giver’s legacy for 
family and friends.

“When we were in the midst of that 
campaign, I learned that anyone can 
donate a percentage of their life insurance 
or some other future funds that could make 
a long-term difference. It allows someone 
who doesn’t consider themselves a high-
wealth individual to make a lasting and 
meaningful gift.”

Priest therefore devoted a percentage of her 
life insurance policy toward establishing a 
fund to support an innovation award. She 
says this type of gift enables her to link 
her 16-year work as a strategic planner 
with future efforts to encourage creative 
solutions.

“It also allows me an opportunity to 
discuss and kind of model my faith and 
my involvement in the community for 
my children and grandchildren,” says 
this Church of Brook Hills member and 
mother of two. “The truth is that every 
contribution, be it immediate or through a 
planned gift, helps us to fund and sustain 
the healing ministry of Christ.”

Others are taking similar steps to carry 
the torch beyond this lifetime. For more 
information about Planned Giving options, 
visit stvhs.com/philanthropy and click on 
the Planned Giving link. Or, please call 
205-939-7825.

Planning to make a difference: A giving testimony
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Memorials
Lord, may our prayers come before you in memory of those we entrust to your eternal care.
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Ms. Anna Willoughby
Mr. Paul W. Wills

Ms. Lynn O. Wilmoth
Ms. Christina Wilson
Ms. Christine Wilson

Ms. Tiffany Wilson
Ms. Jamie Windham

Mrs. Mary Stephens Winfree
Ms. Barbara Winters
Ms. Barbara Wojciak

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred J. Wolnski 
Ms. Quanneka Womack
Ms. Roxanne Womack
Ms. Margie J. Womble

Ms. Gail K. Wood
Ms. Monica Wood

Ms. Betty J. Woodard
Mrs. Keisha R. Woods

Mr. and Mrs. Larry S. Woodward
Ms. Elizabeth Kelly Worrell

Ms. Felecia R. Wright
Ms. Jasmine D. Wright
Ms. Lajinueese Wright

Mr. and Mrs. Lester J. Wrobel
Mrs. Joni Wyatt

Ms. Rachel Wydemon
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Wyrick, Jr.

Y
Ms. Gladys Yavorsky

Ms. Keisha Young
Ms. Mary T. Young

Ms. Meredith M. Young
Ms. Shannon Young

Ms. Tovia Young

Z
Ms. Faustina Zavala

Thank you to our Donors Thank you to our Donors



A & M Oil Company, LLC
ACC of Alabama, LLC
Accretive Health, Inc.
Al Cohn, M.D., P.C.

Alabama Medical Education Consortium
Alabama Oncology

Alabama Power Company
Alex W. Newton Foundation
Allied Energy Corporation

Altadena Golf and Country Club
Altec/Styslinger Foundation

American Academy of Family Physicians 
Foundation

American Tire Distributors
AmSouth Bancorporation

Anesthesia Group East, P.C.
Anesthesia Resources Management, Inc.

Anonymous
Apel Steel Corporation

Armstrong Oil Company, Inc.
Associated Dermatologists

Baker Poultry Cleanout
Bank of America (DBA Merrill Lynch)

Bank of America Matching Gifts
Basic Drywall, Inc.

Battleground Screen Printers
BB&T

Benjamin and Frances David Foundation
Bill Smith Buick-GMC, Inc.

Birchfield Penuel and Associates AIA
Birmingham Coca-Cola Bottling 

Company United
Birmingham Radiological Group, P.C.

Blount County Health Authority
Boohaker, Schillaci and Company, P.C.
Bradley Arant Boult Cummings, LLP

Brasfield and Gorrie, LLC
BTC Wholesale Distributors, Inc.

Burks and Son Pool Company, Inc.
Busby Trucking Inc.

Cellular Technology Services, LLC
Center Point Chapter O.E.S. No. 416
Christian Women’s Clubs of America

CITGO Petroleum Corporation
City Wholesale, Inc.

Community Foundation of Greater Birmingham
Continuum RX

Crothall Healthcare, Inc.
Cullman Travel Agency

Dance With Us
Davis, Williams and Associates., Inc.

Davison Fuels, Inc.
DC Oil Company, Inc.

DeBardeleben Foundation
Dixon Hughes Goodman, LLP

Dog Ear Publishing, LLC
Dominick Feld Hyde, P.C.

DST Systems, Inc.
Dunbar Family Foundation

Eastern OB/GYN
Eastern Womens Committee of Fifty 

Cancer Survivors
EBSCO Industries, Inc.
Energen Corporation

Estes Equipment Co., Inc.

ExpoDisplays
Federation of State Medical Boards 

of the U.S.
First Commercial Bank
ForeSite Services, Inc.

Grayson Valley Ladies Golf Organization
Gunter Oil Company, Inc.

Happy Time Day Care
Hardy Corporation

Henderson and Walton Women’s Center
Hill Crest Foundation, Inc.
Hoar Construction, LLC

Home Oil Co., Inc.
Houser Oil, Inc.

Inline Electric Supply, Inc.
J C Golf Inc.

J Lindberg and Associates, LLC
Jack’s Family Restaurants

Jasper Industrial Maintenance Supply, Inc.
Jefferson State Community College

Jet-Pep
John R. White Co., Inc.
Johnson Development

Joiner Fire Sprinkler Company, Inc.
KidsMeds Pharmacy

King Family Chiropractic
Kirkpatrick Concrete, Inc.

Lifeguard Transportation Service, Inc.
Lillibridge Healthcare Services

Lopez-DeJonge, Inc.
Marathon Electrical Contractors, Inc.

Marathon Petroleum Company, LP
Mark It

Maynard, Cooper and Gale, P.C.
McCullough Oil

McGehee Engineering Corporation
McKesson HBOC

McWane Foundation
Medjet Assistance, LLC

Med-South, Inc.
Merge Healthcare Solutions, Inc.

Merrill Lynch and Co. Foundation, Inc.
Metro Bank

Milam and Co. Construction, Inc.
Miles and Schmitt, M.D., P.C.

Milos Tea Company, Inc.
Nall-Whatley Foundation

National Christian Foundation
Nelson Glass Company

New Rising Star Missionary Baptist Church
NewBorn Care, P.C.

Nick’s Kids Fund
Oak Mountain Middle School FBLA

Office Environments, Inc.
Oil Equipment Company

Pasquale’s Pizza, Inc.
PC Connection, Inc.

Pearce, Bevill, Leesburg and Moore, P.C.
Piggly Wiggly Food Stores #235

Piggly Wiggly Food Stores of Jefferson County
Plastic Surgery Specialists, P.C.

Powell Building Supply, Inc.
PRE, Inc.

Pure Oil Jobbers Cooperative, Inc.
Quick Tire Sales, Inc.

RAM, Inc.
Randolph Associates, Inc.

Regions Bank
Renaissance Charitable Foundation, Inc.

Rite Way Service, Inc. Sterigen, LLC
Riverchase Family Dentistry

Ronne and Donald Hess Foundation
Rumpshaker 5K

SAKS Incorporated
Serra Visser Nissan

Serta Mattress Company
Servants of Charity Ladies of Charity

Siedel Plastic Surgery
Silhouettes Dance Club

Simmons SIRvey Corporation
SourceOne CVO, LLC

Southeastern Oncology Associates
Southern Parts and Supply Co., LLC

Spirit Express
St. Vincent’s Alumni Association

St. Vincent’s Birmingham Auxiliary
St. Vincent’s East Auxiliary
St. Vincent’s Home Health

St. Vincent’s Home Medical Services, LLC
Star Petroleum, Inc.
Starnes Family Fund

Stevens Poultry and Hardware Supply, LLC
Summit Sales and Service Co., Inc.

The Angler Seafood House
The Ann and Angelo Bruno Family Foundation

The Birmingham Jewish Federation and 
Foundation

The Caring Foundation of Blue Cross Blue Shield 
of Alabama

The Fish Market Restaurant
The Flatwater Foundation

The GE Foundation
The Gratitude Foundation
The Hackney Foundation

The Hearin-Chandler Foundation
The McPherson Companies, Inc.

The Ray Foundation
The Thompson Foundation

Tiger Pride, LLC
Titan Tire Corporation
UBS Foundation USA

Utility Pension Fund Study Group, LLC
V & W Supply Company, Inc.

Valencia Group, Inc.
Varicosity Management Group, Inc.
Ventas Realty Limited Partnership

Vulcan Materials Company
Wadsworth Oil Company of Clanton, Inc.

Warnke Insurance, Inc.
Warren Wholesale Village Furniture

 and Gifts
West Oil Company, Inc.

Womack Machine Supply Co.

Thank you to our Corporate Donors



Thank you to our Corporate Donors

Key To The Cure  
Pink Party
Benefiting the St. Vincent’s  
Bruno Cancer Center

Individual tickets are $50 and include a $25 Saks gift card  
redeemable at the event on all purchases. To order tickets,  
please call 205.939.7825 or visit stvhs.com/pinkparty.
 
Thanks to our sponsors:
Kathy G. and Company | Good People Brewing Company
Edgar’s Bakery | Gigi’s Cupcakes | Coca-Cola
Icing on the Cookie

St. Vincent’s Foundation
and Saks Fifth Avenue  
invite you

Thursday,  
October 16, 2014
5:00-8:00 p.m. 
Saks Fifth Avenue 
Food/Fashion/Fun
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When the new Bruno Cancer Center was 
dedicated August 6 at 11 a.m., capital campaign 
co-chairs Val Holman and Benny LaRussa 
(pictured below) wanted attendees to be 
encouraged by stories of lives touched by hope 
and healing during the past three decades. Joe and 
Theresa Bruno’s initial gift enabled the first Cancer 
Center to open in 1989. 

They also want those stories to challenge a new 
generation to “carry the torch” for cancer patients 
for the next 30 years, extending the existing 
Center’s tradition of excellent, holistic treatment 
into its new state-of-the-art facility. Holman is a 
breast cancer survivor who received treatment 
at Bruno Cancer Center. She said her experience 
proves that every contribution positively impacts 
patients and their families.

“When I was asked to co-chair this fund-raising 
campaign with Benny, I saw this as my way to 
give back to those people who provided not only 
medically-superior care for me, but emotional 
and spiritual nourishment in a patient-centered, 
Christian environment.”

LaRussa is a grandson of Joe and Theresa Bruno. 
He said his torch-bearing efforts are inspired not 
only by his grandparents’ commitment to the St. 
Vincent’s mission, but by the example of cancer 
patients like Holman. 

But there’s still work to do, said LaRussa. This 
Birmingham businessman is challenging donors 
to surpass the $750,000 remaining in the original 
total, reaching for a $2.5 million goal that will 
better provide for future needs.

Holman said she has been gratified at the 
community’s support of those professionals and 
the work they do so well.

“It’s just humbling and so personal to me, as 
a cancer survivor, to see everybody who has 
contributed, from someone buying a ticket to the 
Key to the Cure event to corporate and individual 
donors.”

“It’s absolutely a torch-carrying opportunity,” 
said LaRussa. “This campaign provides a way 

for everyone to play a significant role in 
ensuring world-class, compassionate 
care for future generations.”

New Bruno Cancer Center:
World-class, compassionate care

Prefer E-mail to Mail? 
St. Vincent’s Foundation of Alabama, Inc. would 
like to offer you the opportunity to have your 
newsletter sent by e-mail instead of by mail. To 
subscribe to this service, simply send an e-mail to 
stvfoundation@stvhs.com stating you would like to 
receive your newsletter by e-mail.  
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Merrill N. Bradley, Jr. 
Martin Brill
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Jack Carter, M.D.
David Cauble
Russell W. Chambliss
Beth Chapman
Karen Clenney
Drew Cundiff
Paul Doran, Jr. 
Gilbert F. Douglas IV, D.O.
Marco Gonzalez
Brenda Hackney
John Hardin
David Hoyle
Todd Jackson
Sonya King
Connie McCallum
Reginald Murchison
Dorothy Pak
John A. Pettry
Paul P. Salter, III, M.D.
Virginia A. Vinson
George P. West
Lyda S. White

Members Emeritus
Harold Apolinsky
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Ronald G. Bruno
Richard Carmody
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Jane Cole
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